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surface, “Shell moderately infiated, beaks not very prom#nent, sur-
face white,She young nearly smacth but gradually beg ming finely
concentrieadlyswrinkled toward the margin and th wrinkles. wavy

: arly sculptured,

of anore or feskinterrupted ) luoale large, ain

botneded by ns viypiressed doe bt nol depressed’; there is no dedined

enctitehiean

Litferior chulliy whit

epidukniy thin, pale, closely Adherent and smooth ;

}\puii.\:!n-ti; pallinl ginus angular and deey;
marging smooth ) socklyts of the hing deep, kinge teeth normal,
slender; the anterior tooth small bug'well dofined.

Shape of the shell very 1 a true oval, the height greafcst
about midwuy between the twyénds; base and ends evenly rounded,
Lon. of shell 67°0; alt. 490 . 32'0; beaks behind the anterior
end 200 mm.

This fine species is Ngi' 201 of 1
Mus., where it was reférred with dot
proved to be of a different character, \ Tt was first collected by
Wurdeman during the carliest Const S ey work on the Texan
const (abont 18506} and has singe been sent £ the National Museum
from Gulveste by R. R. Gurley of the U, S. Fish Commission and
futer by J/H. Singley of the Texas Gealogitiﬂ\Survey. {tis a
Diime of the section represented by D. Suyana or conveza and must,
when in'really fine condition, be a very elegant speci\és\._\
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list in Bull. 87, 1. 8. Nat.
t to a fossil species which

A FEW OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING DEATH OF FRESH WATER
MOLLUBCA.

RY DR, V, BTERKI,

In the last number of the Nautinus Dr. Strode reports the death.

of Anod. corpulenta Cpr., in Thompson’s Lake, 111, To his cace T
would add a few observations of a similar nature, though not so strik-
ing, which may, in some way, help to elucidate the question.

A few years ago, at exceptionally low water, 1 found in the
Tusearawas River, numerous Unio subrotundus Lea, dead, in their
nutural positions, buried in the gravel, the valves slightly gaping.
The soft parts were in a more or less advanced state of putrefaction,
partly dark colored.  This last full T noticed the same phenomenon
in the same place; it was amidst the river bed, around some small
low-water banks, in very shallow and comparatively quiet water,
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while quite near, in deeper and running water, the mussels were
alive and healthy as usual. There is hardly a doubt as to the
canse of death in this instance: fish certainly did not kill them,
nor any other animal; but cvidently it was the sun heating the
bottom and the water, probably also changing the latter, und in
addition, promoting the development of bacteria, eic, causing
digease.

Asg to the wholesale destruction related by Dr. Btrode, the case is
somewhat different, since there was a lake & miles long. but very
shallow, as the doctor says in the April number, and Anod. corpu-
lenta lived near the shore.  May we not draw the conclusion from
these facts, that the long contineed heat and evaporation, direetly
and indirectly, probably were the cause of that terrible dying? On
the vther hand, we may think that one species is more delicate, more
predisposed to and less resistant agninst certnin destruetive agenta.
It is too well known that the past late summer and fiull were
exceptionally dry, and [ presume that not only millions of fish s
well aa Najades and other freslewater animals fell Hy vietims in a
great part of the country-—from drying up as well as from deteriora-
tion of the water—but also of the minute and delicate Iand snails a
great percentage probably perished.

In October past I visited a few small ponds, sloughs, where the
water had dried up for the most part n some, still standing 1-14
fect deep In others.  Most of the aguatic plants, thrifty i spring
and enrly summer, were rolten or in poor condition, a durk, sooty
muss covering Lhe boltons, evidently the renmants of desnyed orpania
matter.  OF mollusea, there were very few alive, and fo my serprise,
the Famnatde were almost all dead, wlnle in one pluce nuserous
Amnicola were living, in another Valvals fricarinate: is it not
strange that “ pulmonata ™ could not strvive where branchinta were
doing well 7

Again in November I found vn Tusearawag river, a small mud
hole, about 5 feet long, the water two feet deep, on the bottom a
thick layer of that dark, soot-iike mass.  There were a number of
Melantho, evidently in good health, while 1 could not deteet u single
spocimen of Limnwa, Planordis, Physa or Aueylos,

These observations were made somewhat hastily, and might hinve
been more exact; yot 1 think they are not withoui some interest.
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